a source and a conduit of the League's French and Swiss diplomacy. With the opening of the gymnasium illustre in 1539, it intended to be, alongside Wittenberg, a second center of an international movement. Geneva was still struggling for independence. Only a few years before, its urban magistrates À rst wrested control from their bishop, while in most of Europe cities had been challenging the bishop's civic power for over three hundred years.
5 Geneva was a peripheral city, and Calvin had been a somewhat irrelevant public À gure during his À rst residence there (1536-1538).
6 It would be wrong to view Strasbourg as an interlude to a great Genevan career, as an exile worse than Switzerland, or as a mere station in the development of the great man. Calvin, when he arrived, was relatively young (29), but also unimportant. 7 In Germany, he basked in the sunshine of illustrious evangelicals. It was no asylum or retreat.
8
After arriving, he found himself in the ranks of theological advisors to the Protestant League, and he enjoyed a political education, as a review of these three years shows. How did Germany affect him?
1
The Holy Roman Empire À rst inspired what we could consider a righteous ambition, but it was also an improbable one. Calvin later recalled Strasbourg, like Geneva, as an act of God, which we may take in the
